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MEMBERSHIP MAILING ADDRESS: 
 

Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral and Fossil Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2054 
Auburndale, FL 33823 

 
 
Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral and Fossil Society, Inc. meets at 7:00 P.M., the second 
Thursday of each month at the Bartow Civic Center, 2250 S. Floral Ave., Bartow.  The next 
meeting will be held on Thursday, February 14, 2008.  Visitors are always welcome. 
 
Check out our website at www.bonevalley.net 
 
MAIL SUBMISSIONS FOR NEWSLETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Items contained in the “Stones and Bones” may be reproduced 
if credit is given to the author, and the “Stones and Bones”. 
 
Editor, Cindy Reed 
     email:  lunaria@tampabay.rr.com 
     Phone:  (863) 644-6665 
 
 

    FIRST CLASS POSTAGE 
     Address Correction Requested   
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Official Publication of 
Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society, Inc. 
 

Officers For  2008 
 
President Cindy Reed 863-644-6665 
      lunaria@tampabay.rr.com 
1st VP VACANT 
2nd VP VACANT 
      (also membership chairman) 
Secretary VACANT 
Treasurer Jan Liles 863-519-9449 
      mgjan4gems@verizon.net 
Board Members 
Past President Jan Liles 863-519-9449 
1-Year Term Tom Abel 863-640-2781 
2-Year Term Kim Price 863-816-0909 
3-Year Term Jim Reed 863-644-6665 
 
Committee Chairs 
Program Chairman VACANT  
Corresponding Secretary VACANT 
Annual Show Jim Reed 863-644-6665 
Education VACANT 
Field Trips Kim Price 863-816-0909 
Historian Juanita Bergfield 863-967-7745 
Shop Manager Jim Reed 863-644-6665 
      rocks57@tampabay.rr.com 
Parliamentarian Mary K. Sullivan 863-635-3728 
Snacks Barbara Lane 863-646-8987 
      Irbarbiedoll31@juno.com 
Editor / Webmaster Cindy Reed 863-644.6665 
      lunaria@tampabay.rr.com 
 
 
 

Statement of Principles 

1.  To stimulate interest in the collection, study, 
identification, and classification of gem, mineral & fossil 
specimens. 
 
2.  To disseminate knowledge of lapidary work and 
classification of gems, minerals & fossils, and their 
applications in the arts and sciences. 
 
3.  To encourage and facilitate instruction in the 
various elements of mineralogy and lapidary work and 
identification and classification of fossils. 
 
4.  To arrange and conduct field trips for collection of 
specimens. 
 
5.  To participate by displaying and taking part in all 
local, state, and Federation shows to the greatest 
possible extent. 
 
6.  To encourage adherence to the American 
Federation of Mineralogical Society’s Code of Ethics. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
LOCATION FOR 2007 MEETINGS - Bartow Civic Center, 2250 S. Floral Ave. 

 
  Directions: Coming east on Hwy 60 (W. Main Street), you can turn south on 555, go a little more than a  
  mile and turn left on W. Clower Street—go east on W. Clower St. to S. Floral Ave. and turn right (south). 
 
  Coming south on US 98 from Lakeland, continue south on Broadway to Stuart St., then turn right.  Go one 
  block then turn left onto S. Floral Ave. 
 
  If you are coming from the east on 60 or from the south on 98, then you can take Stuart St. west to  
  S. Floral Ave. 
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Message from the President 
 
Dear Members: 
 
This month, we’re gearing up for our tailgate show. If you haven’t heard now is the time to mark 
your calendars for February 23, 9am-4pm. We’ll be setting up on Pine Street (between Kentucky & 
Tennessee) in downtown Lakeland. So far, we have 7 spots filled with several others expressing 
interest. If you’re an opalholic, be sure to come down. We also need volunteers to help man the 
club table. Please contact Jim Reed if you would like to be a vendor or can volunteer some time. 
We’re offering members the option of paying the $25 fee or 20% of their sales. 
 
Jim has ordered the slide program, "Agates of the New World" from the SFMS catalog for our 
February program. We’ll also discuss the tailgate show, so be sure to join us. 
 
If you haven’t sent in your membership renewal dues yet, now is the time. You can download an 
application on the website or contact me. A list of names is on the last page of this newsletter. 
Please read it. 
 
For the people who signed up for the Rock & Gem magazine....the US Postal Service lost our 
envelope. We have resubmitted the request to the magazine and, if they receive it this time, you 
should get the April issue.  
 
Cindy Reed, President 
 

Class Demo by Jim & Cindy Reed 
 

We were asked to give a demo to a group of 75 2nd graders at Wahneta Elem. on 1/15. We arrived 
at 12:45 and begin laying out groups of rocks according to type – sedimentary, igneous and 
metamorphic. We also set up an area with dino bone, coprolite and dino eggshells.  Jim gave a 
brief presentation explaining how to tell which group each rock belonged in. Afterwards, each child 
was allowed to come up and touch all the rocks (many chose to skip the coprolite). As they left we 
gave each of them a mini-grab bag containing two mineral specimens and a sharks tooth. The four 
teachers were each given a large grab bag and a twelve specimen box from Tony’s collection. We 
had a lot of fun and the children asked some very good questions. 
 

 
 

 
If I’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, please let me know. I’m going by what we receive on 
your application. Thanks 
 

 
HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 
 

Margaret Appenzeller 
Bob Cunningham 

Gretchen Neal 
Ty Price 

Anetta Rowe 
 

 
HAPPY 

ANNIVERSARY 
 

Betsy & John Boltik 
Mary Rimer 

 

 
February Birthstones 

 
Modern Birthstone  - Amethyst 
Traditional Birthstone - Amethyst 
Mystical Birthstone  - Bloodstone 
Ayurvedic Birthstone  - Amethyst 
Other   - Jade, Ruby 
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February Shows and Swap Meets 
 
2-3--PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA: 17th annual show; Panama City Gem & Mineral Society; Bay 
County Fairgrounds, 15th St. (Hwy. 98) and Sherman Ave.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; free admission; 
exhibits, door prizes, gems, minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads, lapidary arts, wire wrapping, 
silversmithing; contact Al Zar, c/o Ruth Alldredge, Publicity, 316 Cherry St. #38, Panama City, FL 
32401, (850) 784-0740l; e-mail: Aquezpie@bellsouth.net 
 
8-10--MERRITT ISLAND, FLORIDA: 31st annual show, "Symphony of Gemstones" ; Central 
Brevard Rock & Gem Club; Kiwanis Island Park, 950 Kiwanis Park Rd.; Fri. 1-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 
10-5; admission $3; rough and cut gems, minerals, fine jewelry, equipment, supplies, books, 
beads, demonstrations; contact Forrest MacNab, (321) 453-6379 
 
8-10--SARASOTA, FLORIDA: 179th show; Frank Cox Productions; Municipal Auditorium, 801 
N. Tamiami Trl. (Hwy. 41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. 
Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: 
www.frankcoxproductions.com 
 
15-17—DADE CITY, FLORIDA: 4th annual Central Florida Knap-in & Primitive Arts; A great 
day for the whole family – camping or Dade City Motel (352)567-5691; Withlacoochie River Park, 
12449 Withlacoochie Blvd: Dade City, FL 33523. Contact Betty Walters (727)856-7506 email: 
jd666769@aol.com 
 
22-24--FT. MYERS, FLORIDA: 48th show; Frank Cox Productions; Harborside Convention 
Center, 1375 Monroe St. (downtown); Fri. 1-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; contact Frank Cox 
Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: 
frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com 
 
22-24--VERO BEACH, FLORIDA: Show; Treasure Coast Rock & Gem Society; Vero Beach 
Community Center, 14th Ave. and 23rd St.; Fri. 12-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $4, children free; 
finished jewelry, cabbing rough, finished stones, findings, beads, pearls, opals, free door prizes; 
contact Dave Wayment, 262 Del Monte Rd., Sebastian, FL 32958, (772) 581-0515; e-mail: 
aastainedglass@bellsouth.net 
 
23--LAKELAND, FLORIDA: 4th annual tailgate show; Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & 
Fossil Society; Downtown Lakeland Farmer©s Curb Market, Pine St. and Kentucky Ave.; Sat. 9-4; 
free admission; contact Jim Reed, 5740 Hebron Ln., Lakeland, FL 33812, (863) 644-6665; e-mail: 
lunaria@tampabay.rr.com; Web site: www.bonevalley.net  
 
29-2--MELBOURNE, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox Productions; Melbourne Auditorium, 625 
Hibiscus Blvd.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. 
#203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: 
www.frankcoxproductions.com  
 
We did not have a formal Board Meeting in January. 
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IBVGM&FS 

Meeting Minutes 
January 10, 2008 

 
The January 10, 2008 meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by President Cindy Reed. The 
location was the Bartow Civic Center on Floral Ave. Eight members and two guests were present.  
 
Mention was made about the poor turn-out of members at the last few meetings. Gretchen Neal 
has volunteered to call members before the February meeting to remind them. Cindy will send her 
phone numbers. 
 
Jan Liles gave an abbreviated Treasurer’s report. Since she has just taken over the position, there 
hasn’t been enough time to get everything straight. We paid the 2008 rent for the shop/connex lot. 
 
There are no changes to January’s minutes and they stand as published. 
 
The February 9, field trip to the Vulcan Mine is cancelled as the Tampa club is going to Ruck’s Pit. 
Cindy will check with Kim or Fred to see if our member’s can tag along. 
 
We sent out 60 applications for vendors at the February 23 tailgate show. The club will have a 
table with t-shirts, rocks and club information. We need volunteers to help man the table. Gretchen 
will ask members of the Sebring Club to help. She also wondered if club members could pay a 
percentage of sales instead of the $25 table fee. Everyone agreed this was acceptable and we 
agreed upon 20%. 
 
Cindy and Jim Reed reported they had been contacted by a teacher at Wahneta Elem to give a 
demo for the entire 2nd grade. Jim is working on a slide presentation and they will take fossil and 
mineral specimens along with some mini-grab bags. 
 
The slide projector bulb wasn’t working, so we had to skip Jim’s presentation. The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:45 pm, followed by show & tell. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Cynthia Reed – 1/24/08 
 
ROCK SALE EVENT - Don’t forget we are having our rock sale event on February 23, 2008 (9AM 
to 4PM) at the Lakeland Downtown Farmers Market, which is held at Pine Street and Kentucky 
Avenue (just north of Munn Park). Pine Street will be closed off for the event. Individuals can sell 
rocks & jewelry.  The size of each space is 10’ x 18’.  Cost per section is $25 (you can take several 
if you want @ $25).  But to sell rocks you have to fill out the form and send to Jim Reed along with 
funds (this has to be done by February 10). The form is available on the NEWS section of our 
website www.bonevalley.net.  Remember that the regular vendors have to set up first so don’t 
come before 8AM. 
 
For the club table, we will have items such as shirts & rocks (including some of Tony’s wonderful 
mineral collections from the phosphate area).  We need people to watch this table & collect funds – 
if you can help out, let us know (call (863) 644-6665 or e-mail Cindy at lunaria@tampabay.rr.com). 
REMEMBER, this is how the club makes some money to function, so if you can help, please come 
out! Tell your friends about the event and come out and buy materials! 
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We will not have a field trip this month. The Vulcan Mine trip was replaced with another trip and 
we were not invited this time. Kim is hoping to get her foot in the door and set up a trip for the Bone 
Valley members. 

 
 

UPCOMING AGATE SLIDE SHOW 
 

By Jim Reed 
 
For the upcoming February meeting, we were able to obtain the slide show from Southeast 
Federation on Agates of the World.  Agates are amazing and vary so much from varying location.  
What is no nice is often agates are often nodules and the agate bands are hidden until you cut the 
rough. Personally I love banded agates like botswana agates (including the pink variety) and crazy 
lace agates (I prefer the old rough crazy lace that came out years ago including the red variety). 
There are many types of agates and I hope to be able to bring a few to the next show. Feel free to 
bring some of your favorite agates to show everyone. I glanced at some of the slides and they 
really look great! 
 
The following are pictures of some of my favorite agates.  The first one is a combination of 2 
laguna agates with a cathedral agate below.  The second picture is of agua nueva agate (all are 
from Mexico).  Laguna’s are fairly expensive rocks, but when you see a nice one, buy it and don’t 
think about the cost.  If you can buy a parcel of un-cut nodules, it is always fun to cut them open 
and see what the pattern is like inside.  Sometimes you are very surprised at the pattern. 
 

                   
 
A wonderful color book on this subject is called “The Beauty of Banded Agates – An exploration of 
Agates from Eight Major Worldwide Sites” by Michael R. Carlson.  I obtained this book on E-Bay. 
His web site is:   www.beautyfulagates.com where you can obtain. 
 

* * * * * * 
WARNING – HAVE YOU RENEWED? 

 
We have received membership dues from the following people. If your name is not on the list, this 
may be your last correspondence from the club. 
 
Tom Abel, Loraine Auger, Juanita & Gene Bergfield, Stephen Berglund, Betsy & John Boltik, 
Rosemary Carter, Elizabeth Davis, Joe & Addie DePietro, Ernie & Ruth Dumas, Martha Duncan, 
Joni Dunne, Barbara Fite, Bob & Janet Gayle, Wesley Greenamyer, Fred & Jan Hendershot, 
Barbara Lane, Jan Liles, Walter & Kim Moore, Gretchen Neal, Scott & Becky Nelson (Andrew), 
Butch & Gloria Overcash, Mike & Susie Percefull, Kim Price (Ty & Sarah), Jim & Cindy Reed, Mary 
Rimer, Marti Sullivan, Ron Williams. 


