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MEMBERSHIP MAILING ADDRESS: 
 

Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral and Fossil Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2054 
Auburndale, FL 33823 

 
 
Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral and Fossil Society, Inc. meets at 7:00 P.M., the second 
Thursday of each month at the Bartow Civic Center, 2250 S. Floral Ave., Bartow.  The next 
meeting will be held on Thursday, March 13, 2008.  Visitors are always welcome. 
 
Check out our website at www.bonevalley.net 
 
MAIL SUBMISSIONS FOR NEWSLETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Items contained in the “Stones and Bones” may be reproduced 
if credit is given to the author, and the “Stones and Bones”. 
 
Editor, Cindy Reed 
     email:  lunaria@tampabay.rr.com 
     Phone:  (863) 644-6665 
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Official Publication of 
Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society, Inc. 
 

Officers For  2008 
 
President Cindy Reed 863-644-6665 
      lunaria@tampabay.rr.com 
1st VP VACANT 
2nd VP VACANT 
      (also membership chairman) 
Secretary VACANT 
Treasurer Jan Liles 863-519-9449 
      mgjan4gems@verizon.net 
Board Members 
Past President Jan Liles 863-519-9449 
1-Year Term Tom Abel 863-640-2781 
2-Year Term Kim Price 863-816-0909 
3-Year Term Jim Reed 863-644-6665 
 
Committee Chairs 
Program Chairman VACANT  
Corresponding Secretary VACANT 
Annual Show Jim Reed 863-644-6665 
Education VACANT 
Field Trips Kim Price 863-816-0909 
Historian Juanita Bergfield 863-967-7745 
Shop Manager Jim Reed 863-644-6665 
      rocks57@tampabay.rr.com 
Parliamentarian Mary K. Sullivan 863-635-3728 
Snacks Barbara Lane 863-646-8987 
      Irbarbiedoll31@juno.com 
Editor / Webmaster Cindy Reed 863-644.6665 
      lunaria@tampabay.rr.com 
 
 
 

Statement of Principles 

1.  To stimulate interest in the collection, study, 
identification, and classification of gem, mineral & fossil 
specimens. 
 
2.  To disseminate knowledge of lapidary work and 
classification of gems, minerals & fossils, and their 
applications in the arts and sciences. 
 
3.  To encourage and facilitate instruction in the 
various elements of mineralogy and lapidary work and 
identification and classification of fossils. 
 
4.  To arrange and conduct field trips for collection of 
specimens. 
 
5.  To participate by displaying and taking part in all 
local, state, and Federation shows to the greatest 
possible extent. 
 
6.  To encourage adherence to the American 
Federation of Mineralogical Society’s Code of Ethics. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
LOCATION FOR 2008 MEETINGS - Bartow Civic Center, 2250 S. Floral Ave. 

 
  Directions: Coming east on Hwy 60 (W. Main Street), you can turn south on 555, go a little more than a  
  mile and turn left on W. Clower Street—go east on W. Clower St. to S. Floral Ave. and turn right (south). 
 
  Coming south on US 98 from Lakeland, continue south on Broadway to Stuart St., then turn right.  Go one 
  block then turn left onto S. Floral Ave. 
 
  If you are coming from the east on 60 or from the south on 98, then you can take Stuart St. west to  
  S. Floral Ave. 
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Message from the President 
 
Well, even though we were rained out about noon, I still think the tailgate was a success. The club 
table took in over $100, we signed a new member family and gave out lots of club info. We were 
approached by a 6th grade teacher from Bartow Union Academy to give a demo to her science 
classes (she has 6). So, I guess Jim & I will spend a day with her. Many thanks to Bob & Janet 
Gayle. They went over and beyond the call of duty to get the word out. Due to their efforts, the 
show was advertised on TV, in newspapers and the internet. Janet did a fabulous job on the flyer. 
Thanks also to everyone that spread the word to their friends and passed out flyers. If the weather 
had cooperated with us, we would have had a fantastic show. 
 
Wasn’t the February meeting exciting? What a way to start!! For those that haven’t heard. Martha 
Duncan tripped on the storm drain in the middle of the civic center’s drive, fell backwards and got a 
huge goose egg on the back of her head. Just to be sure she was ok, we called 911 and they 
brought in the K9 squad. Really! They were there for a meeting and were the closest responders. 
Close on his heals came the EMC and fire crews. I think we had about 6 emergency personnel in 
there at one time. Poor Martha was loaded onto the gurney and hauled down to the Bartow 
hospital. I understand Gretchen Neal picked her up after the meeting and took her home for a 
sleep over as the hospital wouldn’t release her unless someone stayed with her. Martha is doing 
just fine with only a couple of bumps and bruises to show for it. As Jim would say, it pays to have 
rocks in your head. It was dark in that area and they’ve recently paved the drive which built up the 
edge around the drain. I went out later to check out the area. There were 4 police vehicles and the 
crime scene on sight taking picture and making a report. It is city property, after all.  
 
We received 4 new applications at the February meeting. Welcome to Dave & Barbara Pfaff, 
Laurie Williams, Tom & Lina Burke and Lisa Plemmons. As mentioned above, we also welcomed 
new members at the tailgate – so welcome also to Greg, Susan Hurley and Payton Richeson. And, 
Juanita signed a new student and member, so another welcome to Allison Cox. 
 
Jan has been in contact with the Bartow Library and the Polk County Historical Museum about 
dates to set up displays. The library will be April and May and the museum will be June and July. 
Think about your collections and consider helping us fill the cases. As you may remember, the club 
donated a case to the library last year, so we have more space to fill. 
 
Jim has ordered the slide program, "Fluorescents " from the SFMS catalog for our March program. 
He’s promised to bring his black light and some Franklin minerals. Bring yours too and we’ll have a 
black light show & tell. I even have some glass that we can look at. We’ll also discuss the library 
display, so be sure to join us. 
 
Cindy Reed, President 
 

 
HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 
 

Butch Overcash 
 

 
HAPPY 

ANNIVERSARY 
 

Wayne Bryan 
Ron Williams 

 
February Birthstones 

 
Modern Birthstone  - Aquamarine 
Traditional Birthstone - Bloodstone 
Mystical Birthstone  - Jade 
Ayurvedic Birthstone  - Bloodstone 
Other   - Jasper, Topaz 
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March Shows and Swap Meets 
 
2/29-3/2--MELBOURNE, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox Productions; Melbourne Auditorium, 625 
Hibiscus Blvd.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. 
#203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: 
www.frankcoxproductions.com  
 
7-9--LARGO, FLORIDA: 38th annual show and sale; Suncoast Gem & Mineral Society; 
Minnreg Bldg., 6340 126th Ave. N.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, students with parents 
or I.D. card $4, under 6 free, good all three days; club sales, dealers, finished and unfinished gems 
and minerals, jewelry, equipment, tools, raffles, displays, grab bags, demonstrations, displays, 
demonstrations; contact Bill Schmidt or Sue Black, Suncoast Gem & Mineral, P.O. Box 13254, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33733-3254, (727) 657-0998 or (727) 345-8994; Web site: www.sgams.com 
 
7-9--SARASOTA, FLORIDA: 180th show; Frank Cox Productions; Municipal Auditorium, 801 N. 
Tamiami Trl. (Hwy. 41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. 
Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: 
www.frankcoxproductions.com 
 
7-9--TAMPA, FLORIDA: Show; AKS Gem Shows; Florida State Fairgrounds, 4800 U.S. Hwy. 
301 N; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; admission $5, children under 12 free; beading classes; 
contact Kay Schabilion, 4532 Kawanee Ave., Metairie, LA 7006, (504) 455-6101; e-mail: 
info@aksshow.com; Web site: www.aksshow.com 
 
14-16--CLEARWATER, FLORIDA: 13th annual show; Frank Cox Productions; Harbor View 
Center, 300 Cleveland St. (downtown); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; contact Frank Cox 
Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave. #203, Sarasota, FL 34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: 
frankcox@comcast.net; Web site: www.frankcoxproductions.com 
 
29-30--ORLANDO, FLORIDA: Show; Central Florida Mineral & Gem Society; Central Florida 
Fairgrounds, 4630 W. Colonial Dr.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; adults $4, seniors $3, students $2, children 
under 12 free; silent auctions, faceting, cabochoning and wire wrapping demonstrations, lectures, 
sluice mining for gems; contact John Piziak, 16534 Avenida Del Lago, Winter Garden, FL 34787, 
(407) 239-9165; e-mail: annepiziak@embarqmail.com 
 

* * * * * 
 
For the March meeting, the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. (which IBVGMFS 
is a member) has promised they will send their slides on fluorescent minerals.  Hopefully this is a 
good showing of various minerals.  Jim Reed will bring some of his famous Franklin, N.J. 
specimens, which is the fluorescent capital of the world.  He will bring his fluorescent “black light” – 
so if you have some rocks you want to check out, bring them along with you.   
 
If you want to see what other slides they offer, check out their web site 
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html  under slide/video programs.  If there is one you would like 
to see, let Jim Reed know which slide program to order. 
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We did not have a Board Meeting in February. 
 

IBVGM&FS 
Meeting Minutes 

February 14, 2008 
 
The February 14, 2008 meeting was called to order at 7:20 pm by President Cindy Reed. The 
location was the Bartow Civic Center on Floral Ave. Nineteen members were present until Martha 
left on the stretcher. Then there were eighteen. 
 
There were no changes to the January 2008 minutes. They stand as published in the newsletter. 
 
Jan Liles gave the Treasurer’s report which was interrupted by the paramedics. Hard copy was 
presented to the president. 
 
The Federation has published its list of classes at William Holland and Wildacres. Cindy has a 
couple of copies if anyone is interested. 
 
We have approximately 12 vendors signed up for the February 23 tailgate show. The club will have 
a table with t-shirts, rocks and club information. We need volunteers to help man the club table and 
relieve the vendors. Gretchen will bring 2 members of the Sebring Club to help. Kim Price, Laurie 
Williams and Lisa Plemmons also offered to help. Wes will pick up Jan. 
 
Jim Reed reported we received a letter from a Mr. R.O. Robertson in Haines City looking to sell his 
rocks and equipment. Jim & Bob Gayle will set up a meeting and if anyone else would like to go, 
please contact him. 
 
Jan has contacted the Bartow library and the Polk County Historical Museum about setting up club 
displays again this year. Possible dates for the library are April and May, then June & July at the 
museum. She will make further contact and let us know.  
 
Juanita is offering wire wrap classes again. Kim Price and Allison Cox are in the current class. If 
anyone is interested, please contact her. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm, followed by refreshments and a very interesting slide 
program on “The Agates of the New World” presented by Jim Reed and Kim Price.  
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Cynthia Reed – 2/25/08 
 
Jim Reed will be placing an order soon from Daniel Lopacki Company.  He is a manufacturer of 
diamond drills, sanding discs, saw blades, and many other lapidary items.  His drill bits I found to 
very good and do not lose their diamonds as fast as drill bits purchased from other places.  Check 
out his web site ( http://www.lopacki.com ) and see what he offers.  If anyone wants to obtain some 
items and you want to add to my order, let me know (by phone or e-mail (863) 644-6665 or 
rocks57@tampabay.rr.com ) 
 

* * * 
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I just want to say that Cindy (president of our club) did an excellent job on setting up last 
Saturday’s rock club sale. It was a lot of advertising and “spreading the word” – and thanks to Bob 
& Janet Gayle for that. Despite the rain that came mid-day and sent everyone home early, the club 
sold about $125 in items.  Several vendors said they would return to events like this affair in the 
future. – Jim Reed 
 
 
Vulcan Mine Field Trip 
  
Saturday March 8, 2008 
Meet at the highway entrance at 8:30am to fill out and sign the release forms. We will go in 
promptly at 9am. No one is allowed to drive in or out of the Vulcan Mine property without a Vulcan 
employee as escort, so please don©t be late, as they won©t go back to the gate after they have 
taken us out to the site. If the weather is good, they will likely offer a couple of different exit times, 
so that anyone wanting to leave before 1 or 2 pm will have the opportunity.  
  
Directions:  
The easiest way to get there is I-4 West to I-75 North to Exit 301. Follow signs for Brooksville/Rt. 
98. Go 10 miles to Brooksville and follow signs for Rt. 98 North. Go another 10 miles north of 
Brooksville on 98 and look for the CEMEX/VULCAN signs on the left. If you prefer to mapquest it, 
the address is 16301 Ponce De Leon Blvd., Brooksville. 
  
Supplies to pack: 
The site may be very muddy, so wear sturdy shoes or boots. You may want to pack a change of 
clothes for your ride home. Don©t forget a hat and sunblock, buckets or backpack, rock hammer, 
small shovel, gloves, and bugspray. Bring a cooler with plenty of water or drinks, and don©t forget 
your lunch. 
  
For anyone who has never been to Vulcan, it is mainly surface hunting and shallow digging. The 
usual finds are echinoids, sea urchins, chert, shell molds, and occasionally calcite and sharks 
teeth. 
  
Please feel free to call me if you have any questions, it should be a fun trip. 
Thanks,  
Kim Bowe 863-816-0909 
 

* * * * * * 
 

REMINDER:  
 
William Holland has posted the current class schedule on their web site. SFMS will have 2 
workshops there- one the week of June 8-14 and the other October 12-18. Applications for 
Federations weeks must be postmarked February 1 or after. I have attached the application and 
schedule or you can find them in this month’s edition of Lodestar which you can download at 
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html.  Jim and I are signed up for classes during the June week 
and will also attend classes for a week in July. Bob & Janet Gayle have also signed up for classes 
in August and will submit to take classes in June. William Holland can be found here 
http://www.lapidaryschool.org/ 
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MINERAL PROPERTIES 
CLEAVAGE – WHY SO IMPORTANT? 

 
By Jim Reed 

 
Cleavage is an important property of minerals that is often useful to help in identification.  Having a 
geology degree and taken several mineral courses in college, I can tell you that it is one of the first 
items I check when investigating a mineral. If you ask me to identify a mineral, the first item I 
observe is what the cleavage trend is for the mineral. 
 
What causes cleavage? You have to go back to the atomic molecular level to understand what 
causes cleavage.  Cleavage occurs along specific planes of weakness in a mineral. These planes 
are caused by the molecular structure of the mineral. The ability for cleavage (or not to cleave) for 
a mineral is a characteristic of that type of mineral. Cleavage is useful in the identification of a 
mineral. 
 
Some minerals have no particular cleavage but offer a specific type of fracture (a fracture is not 
cleavage).  An example is quartz which exhibit conchoidal fracture.  Conchoidal fractures are like a 
series of semi-circular circles that are on top of each other.  When I look at quartz, I often see 
conchoidal fractures which tell me it is quartz. 
 
Calcite offers a classic example of mineral cleavage.  Calcite has “rhombohedral cleavage” where 
the angle between planes is approximately 75 degrees – I always look for this cleavage plane in 
calcite.  When I see this cleavage I often know the specimen is calcite.  
 

  
This picture shows you what cleavage looks like in this piece of calcite from Franklin, N.J. 
 
 

* * * 
 

 


