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“Stones and Bones”  Official Publication of  
The Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral and Fossil Society, Inc. (IBVGM&FS) 
Editor, P.O. Box 2054 Auburndale, FL  33823�

������  ��� �Bones 

 

 

  Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show – 2/27/10. Don’t Forget!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP MAILING ADDRESS: 
 

Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral and Fossil Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2054 
Auburndale, FL 33823 

 
 
Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral and Fossil Society, Inc. meets at 7:00 P.M., the second 
Thursday of each month at the Auburndale Women’s Club, 243 E. Lake Ave., Auburndale.  The 
next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 11, 2010.  Visitors are always welcome. 
 
Check out our website at www.bonevalley.net 
 
MAIL SUBMISSIONS FOR NEWSLETTER TO THE EDITOR 
Items contained in the “Stones and Bones” may be reproduced 
if credit is given to the author, and the “Stones and Bones”. 
 
Editor, Cindy Reed 
     email:  lunaria@tampabay.rr.com 
     Phone:  (863) 644-6665 
 
 

    FIRST CLASS POSTAGE 
     Address Correction Requested   
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Official Publication of  
Imperial Bone Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Society,  Inc. 
 

Officers For 2010 
 
President Cindy Reed 863-644-6665 
      lunaria@tampabay.rr.com 
1st VP VACANT  
2nd VP VACANT (also membership chairman) 
Secretary Laurie Williams 
Treasurer Roger McQuown 
       
Board Members 
Past President Jan Liles 863-519-9449 
1-Year Term Jim Reed 863-644-6665 
2-Year Term Bob Gayle 863-644-6665 
3-Year Term Susan Burns  
 
 
Committee Chairs 
Program Chairman VACANT  
Corresponding Secretary VACANT 
Annual Show Jim Reed 863-644-6665 
Education VACANT 
Field Trips Kim Price  
Historian Jan Liles 863-519-9449 
Shop Manager Jim Reed 863-644-6665 
      rocks57@tampabay.rr.com 
Parliamentarian Ray Lints  
Snacks Jan Liles 
Editor / Webmaster Cindy Reed 863-644.6665 
      lunaria@tampabay.rr.com 
 
 
 
 

Statement of Principles 

1.  To stimulate interest in the collection, study, 
identification, and classification of gem, mineral & fossil 
specimens. 
 
2.  To disseminate knowledge of lapidary work and 
classification of gems, minerals & fossils, and their 
applications in the arts and sciences. 
 
3.  To encourage and facilitate instruction in the 
various elements of mineralogy and lapidary work and 
identification and classification of fossils. 
 
4.  To arrange and conduct field trips for collection of 
specimens. 
 
5.  To participate by displaying and taking part in all 
local, state, and Federation shows to the greatest 
possible extent. 
 
6.  To encourage adherence to the American 
Federation of Mineralogical Society’s Code of Ethics. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LOCATION FOR 2010 MEETINGS 
Auburndale Women’s Club, 243 E. Lake Ave. 

 
Directions: From Hwy 92, turn north on Main Street (SR 559 at the Sunoco Station) go to the next light and 
turn right on Bridgers. Turn left just past the library (about ½ mile down the road). Take the first left and you’ll 
be on E Lake Ave. The Women’s Club is on the right, across from the library (I think it’s the 2nd building). 
 
From Polk City or North Lakeland, take SR 559 through Auburndale. Turn left on E. Lake across from the 
park. Or, you can continue on to Bridgers and turn left there. 
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Message from the President 
 
I’m sending this out a little early this month to help remind you of the show on February 27, 2010 – 
10-5.  Location is the Stuart Center located at the Polk County Extension Office, 1710 US 17-98 S, 
Bartow. We have 21 vendors plus some great food. Next month you’ll get an update instead of a 
reminder. �  
 
I have to extend thanks to so many people for making this show work. Gene Bergfield and Jim Reed 
have put in countless time and effort. This show would not be happening without them. Janet Gayle 
has contacted radio stations, TV stations, and newspapers, designed the flyer and left it everywhere 
she went. Kim Price designed a kid’s flyer and made sure it was delivered to teachers in the Polk 
County school system and the home schoolers. Kay McQuown distributed the flyer to her private 
school. Kim Price and Susan Burns helped to get all the items set up for the auctions. Julie Hodges 
has been lending a hand where needed. I’ve done my own small part by setting up a fan page on 
Facebook, listing it on Craig’s List, and keeping up the vendor list on the bonevalley.net site. I’m also 
making comments on Twitter.  We handed out quite a few flyers at the market. 
 
I’m attaching another copy of the flyer so you can make some last minute 
connections of your own . 
 
Please note the information for a Ruck’s Pit field trip below. I’m always hearing that members want 
more field trips, so here’s your chance. Unfortunately, Jim & I have to work that day. If you go, please 
take your camera and bring back some pics  
 
There was a little excitement at the shop this month. Evidently someone burning trash on the 
property let it get away. A unit near our shop was destroyed and some damage was done to the shop 
roof. Our power was shut off for several days. Thanks to Gene and his efforts with the property 
owner, our power was returned within a week. Gene has done some checking on roofing supplies 
and will have a report at the March meeting. Expect a call for volunteers soon. 
 
The March meeting will be a recap of the show and how we can make it better next year.  After the 
general meeting, we will have a show n tell & sell. 
 
Hope to see you at the show and the March meeting. 
 
Cindy Reed, President 
 

 
 

 
March Birthstones 

 
Modern Birthstone  - Aquamarine 
Traditional Birthstone - Bloodstone 
Mystical Birthstone  - Jade 
Ayurvedic Birthstone  - Bloodstone 
Other  - Rock Crystal 

 
HAPPY 

ANNIVERSARY 
 

 
Wayne & Brenda Bryan 

Ron Williams 

 
HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 
 

Amy Bland 
Rose Gervase 
Virginia Taylor 

Butch Overcash  
Staci Smith 
Olivia Smith 

Chuck Williams 
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Welcome to our new members :  
 
Debbie & Joseph Meyer 
Gary & Suzanne Jones 
Robert & Charla Hall 
 
February 2010 SHOP REPORT – Gene Bergfield: As most of us know the Shop lost power on the 
8th of February.  The fire in the trailer next to the shop (which has the same power feed as the shop) 
required the electrical feed to be shut off for the Fire Department’s safety while fighting the fire.  The 
Shop regained power on the 19 th of February.  The other bad news is it appears the Fire 
Department sprayed the Shop roof with water during the fire.  This assured the shop did not catch on 
fire; a very good thing, but one corner of the roof was damaged and most of the shingles have been 
peeled up and needs replaced.  Work is in progress for material quotes.  Expect an update and a 
discussion on this at the next meeting.   
 
Under the direction of the Shop Manager the following has been accomplished over the last month: 
 
We are pleased to announce the Highland Park (2 wheel) Cabbing Machine is in service with a 
14,000 grit NOVA wheel for polishing.  The 12” saw is still out of service for maintenance and repairs.    
 
The reorganizing of the Conex is still in process even with the Show preparation taking priority, quite 
a bit of cleanup and material identification has occurred.    
 
Cabbing Classes are in progress and so far this year has generated $ 88.00 income in shop fees and 
material sales. 
 
 A Special THANK YOU is in order to Mary and Larry Prescott for the donation of two gallon of 
Covington Rock Hound Oil to the shop.   
 
Thanks must go out to Susan, Kim, Juanita, and all others that have work hard at the shop to get us 
ready for the show. Thanks Again  
 
The shop is in dire need of oil for both the 18” an d the 12” saws .  There is just 
enough oil to let them run now, but with a few cleanings they will be too low for operation. Anyone 
that wishes to donate Rock Cutting oil to the shop can find it at http://www.covington-
engineering.com/koolerant .html.  The Covington Rock Hound Oil costs approximately $ 19.00 a 
gallon or $ 79.00 for 5 gallons. We need at least one gallon, but any amount will help.   
 

* * * * * 
 
 
Please let us know if you’re interested in taking a class. We now have teachers for wire wrapping, 
cabbing, opal cutting, casting and intarsia. Future classes will be in glass fusing, beading stringing, 
silver smithing and cold connections. If you have a special talent and would like to share it with other 
members, please let us know. 
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IBVGM&FS 
Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2010 

 
The February 11, 2010, meeting was called to order, at 7:00 pm.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. There were 
thirty-five members and seven guests present.   
A motion and second was made to accept the January minutes as written.  The letter from Addy DePietro was incorrect in 
the newsletter; a correct copy is on the table for your review. A Treasurer’s report was given. 
  
There was a fire at a neighboring property of our club's property.  Due to this we have no electricity and can't seem to get 
any answers as to why.  Our trailer sustained slight damage to the roof.  Jim and Cindy Reed are working to get further 
details. The shop will not be open this Sunday due to no electricity. 
  
Joe and Addy DePietro are going on a trip in mid-March.  Joe is offering classes on opal cutting and casting for your cut 
opal.  There is a sign-up sheet on the table.  Gene Bergfield will be doing a class on intarsia.   Juanita Bergfield currently 
has an upcoming wire-wrapping class with two students; she can take 1 more.  More classes will be available if she has 
at least two students.  
  
Let Cindy Reed know if you're interested in the Ruck's pit trip and she will let Fred know of your interest.  Kim Price 
brought in a bin of examples of the items you may find there.  
  
New club identification cards are available at the front table; see Cindy Reed and she will sign them for you.  Also, 
information on a new book on lapidary is on the table. 
  
Our show discussions/updates: 
  
Show date/time: February 27 from 10:00 am until 5:00 pm.  Cindy Reed is following up to confirm that we can get in on 
Friday evening for set up.  Tentative arrival time on Saturday is 6:30 a.m.  We will have a sign with a suggested $1.00 
donation for entry.  An announcement of our show will be appearing on the Marquis outside of the building.   
  
Jim Reed reports there are sixteen vendors using forty-four tables! 
  
It has been suggested we keep our sale the last week in February so not to interfere with other shows. 
  
Some of the donations we have received are as follows: Mary Rimer, various items for sale and also children's items.  
Addy DePietro opal necklace and earrings, lapis chip necklace, magnetic hematite necklace and fresh water pearl 
necklace.  Joe DePietro intarsia opal chips in a real shell base pendant, on a sterling silver chain.  
Gene and Juanita Bergfield have donated extensive items for the children's corner.  Jim Reed has donated numerous 
items, too. Many of these items are on display tonight for your viewing.  
  
Gene Bergfield suggested looking on the table if you are in need of ideas of what types of things to donate.  He and Jim 
Reed, show chairman, also reminded us all of the need for us to volunteer to make our show a success.  
  
We will have our Chinese auction, with ticket purchases of 6 for $5.00.  Our silent auctions will run every hour.  Kim Price 
did an outstanding job handling the silent auctions last year.  Kim Price and Susan Hall are organizing and pricing these 
items.  We have twenty-seven grab bags. 
  
The club will have a large geode on our club table with a possible suggested selling price of $150.00.  
  
Rex Harrison will sell food again; we will sell drinks.  Kaye mentioned making baked goods for sale, too.  Susan Hall may 
bring items.  If you're interested in bringing baked good donations just bring them the day of the sale.  
  
We have available many large LOCKED display cases.  Gene and Juanita Bergfield will fill two cases, Kim Price will fill at 
least one case and will check with Fred Hendershot to see about using his fossils for display, too.  
  
Janet Gayle has done and is continuing to do a great job on advertising.  Some of the places she advertised are: The 
Ledger Time Out Section, all Hall Communication Radio, the News Chief, Fox News Radio, Channel 8, 400 e-mails (from 
her e-mail list), the Lake Hamilton Women's Club, downtown Auburndale stores, Publix, and Facebook. Janet has video 
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of last year's show and she is trying to upload it to her Facebook page.  Cindy Reed has it marked as an event on her 
Facebook page, has it available at the Lakeland Farmer's Market and has it on Craig's list, too.  Kim Price has sent our 
flyer to the school board which was to go out to all schools.   
  
The Bergfield's will be demo'ing at the show; Juanita wire-wrapping and Gene cabbing. Joe DePietro will have an opal 
demo. 
  
We need volunteers for the sandbox.  Kim Price's children may be there to assist, but we need other volunteer's, too.  
Kaye McQuown & Preston Price volunteered.  
  
Addy and Joe DePietro are the State Directors for SSMF and they represent us.  At a recent meeting they attended, there 
would not have been a Quorum had they not attended.  Joe spoke of the value (and envy) of our club having a club shop.  
He said we need to increase our use of the shop, to increase funds to upkeep and improve our equipment.   
  
Speaking of the shop, Gene Bergfield has been putting to good use his mechanical expertise with recent improvements to 
some of the equipment.  The Prescott's have donated two gallons of oil for the equipment.  The cost is about $19.00 a 
gallon.   
  
We need volunteers for snacks at our monthly meetings.  Let Jan Liles know if you can bring a snack.  
  
Jim Reed said he hoped everyone enjoyed Gene McDevitt's opal program.  Cindy Reed said when he returns to the 
States he will come back to our club for another program. 
  
The motion was made by Janet Gayle and seconded by Wally Moore to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  
Respectfully Submitted 
Laurie Williams – 02-11-10 

 

 
March 2010 Shows and Swap Meets  
 
Mar. 6-8--LARGO, FLORIDA: 40th annual show; Suncoas t Gem & Mineral Society ; Minnreg 
Bldg., 6340126th Ave. N.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $5, students $4, children under 6 
free; continuous working demonstrations, bead stringing, wire craft, gem cutting, door prizes, exhibits; 
contact Bill Schmidt, 3939 Porpoise Dr. SE, St. Petersburg, FL 33711, (727) 822-8279; e-mail: 
sujagems@aol.com; Web site: www.sgams.com 
 
Mar 20-21--TAMPA, FLORIDA: Show, "Fossil Fest 2010" ; Tampa Bay Fossil Club ; Florida State 
Fairgrounds, US 301 and I-4; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-4; fossils, artifacts, gems, minerals, shells, exhibits, 
"how to" seminars, kids' games, fossil mine, raffles, door prizes, silent auction; contact Barbara Fite, 
(813) 977-0892; e-mail: bfite@tampabay.rr.com; Web site: www.tampabayfossilclub.com 
 
Mar 26-28--ORLANDO, FLORIDA: 41st annual show; Cent ral Florida Mineral & Gem Society ; 
Central Florida Fairgrounds, 4603 W. Colonial Dr.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $4, students 
and seniors $2, children under 12 and Scouts in uniform free with paying adult; sluice mining, 
faceting demonstrations, silent auctions, gem identification, Kids' Korner, mineralogist on site, door 
prizes, grand prize; contact James Johnstone, 12745 Newfield Dr., Orlando, FL 32837, (407) 625-
6336; e-mail: jj030@msn.com; Web site: www.thumblicker.com 
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Future Shows to watch for:  
 
Apr 23-25--LINCOLNTON, GEORGIA: Graves Mountain Roc k Swap and Dig ; Junior Norman; 
Graves Mountain Mine; Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-6, Sun. 8-6; admission by donation; collect from 8 am to 6 pm 
each day, sell and trade minerals; contact Junior Norman, (706) 401-3173; e-mail: 
rick@wncrocks.com; Web site: www.wncrocks.com/resources/Collecting%20sites.htm 
 
June 8--TAMPA, FLORIDA: Show, "Rings & Things BeadT our"; Rings & Things;  Clarion, 2701 
E. Fowler Ave.; Tue. 12-4; free admission; gemstones, bead strands, wholesale prices, findings, 
stringing supplies; contact Dave Robertson, P.O. Box 450, Spokane, WA 99210, (800) 366-2156; e-
mail: drobertson@rings-things.com; Web site: www.rings-things.com 

* * * * * 
 
SFMS listed their workshop schedules for William Holland and Wild Acres in the latest issue of the 
Lode Star. The William Holland sessions will be June 15 and October 12. You can download the 
newsletter at http://www.amfed.org/sfms/index.html. William Holland can be found here 
http://www.lapidaryschool.org  I’d love to have a good turn-out from our club. We’ll be at the June 
session 
 

* * * * * 
We have been invited to join in with the Tampa club s on a field trip to Ruck’s Pit. If you’re 
interested, please contact me or Fred Hendershot.  
 
Field Trip: FOSSIL CLAMS AND CALCITE CRYSTALS--MARC H 13 
 
A joint field trip between the Tampa Bay Fossil Club and the Tampa Bay Mineral and Science Club 
has been organized to visit the FORT DRUM CRYSTAL MINE, also known as RUCK'S PIT on March 
13.  This is the only place in the world where you can find calcite crystals formed inside fossil clam 
shells, see photos. We haven't been there in 2 years and I know you new folks will have a blast.  A 
special price of $20.00 per person will apply for this trip, normal is $30.00, providing we have over 20 
attending, which shouldn't be a problem. Children 6 to 12 are $10.00. 
 
The mine is in Fort Drum, Florida, about 120 miles from Brandon, Florida. Driving time is around 2.0 
hours from Brandon and we meet at 9:00 AM. You will need heavy rock tools, sledge hammer, 
chisels, rock hammer,  metal rake, pry bar, and anything else you can find for heavy digging. For the 
handicapped, there will be crystals you can find on the surface to make your day fun so come along. 
 
Please send me an email to register (FRED.HENDERSHOT@VERIZON.NET) and I will send you a 
map with directions. This is a commercial hunting location and you can bring non club members. 
There may be other clubs there as well. See below for more info and a map.
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Rucks Pit/ Fort Drum Crystal mine 
 
FOSSIL CLAMS AND CALCITE CRYSTALS--MARCH 13, 2010 
 
A joint field trip between the Tampa Bay Fossil Club and the Tampa Bay Mineral and Science Club 
has been organized to visit the FORT DRUM CRYSTAL MINE, also known as RUCK'S PIT.  This is 
the only place in the world where you can find calcite crystals formed inside fossil clam shells, see 
photo. We haven't been there in 2 years and I know you new folks will have a blast.  A special price 
of $20.00 per person will apply for this trip, (normal is $30.00), providing we have over 20 attending, 
which shouldn't be a problem. Children 6 to 12 are $10.00. 
 
The mine is in Fort Drum, Florida, about 120 miles from Brandon, Florida. Driving time is around 2  
hours from Brandon and we meet at 9:00 AM. There will be an attendant at the gate until noon I 
believe. If you arrive late, find me to sign in. A map with directions is attached. 
 
There is a campground at the mine, Turkey Creek Campground. The phone number is 863-634-0691 
and the official address is 6645 NE 304th St. Okeechobee, Fl 34972. Listed price is $25.00 per night. 
 
You will need heavy rock tools, sledge hammer, chisels, rock hammer, metal rake, pry bar, and 
anything else you can find for heavy digging. Some rocks are very large, see photo. For the 
handicapped, there will be crystals you can find on the surface to make your day fun so come along. 
 
Bring your own lunch and drinks, we park where we hunt so everything will be close. They do have 
restrooms and water. Bring boots or old shoes, it can be muddy. I suggest long pants to protect your 
knees, and gloves would be advisable. Don’t forget a hat and sunscreen. 
 
This is a commercial hunting location and you can bring non club members. There may be other 
clubs there as well. 
 
FRED  813-892-5864 CELL  Call if you get lost. 
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DIRECTIONS TO RUCKS PIT IN FORT DRUM FLORIDA FROM TAMPA 
 
Take I 75 to the Brandon/ Rt 60 exit. Go east on Rt 60  95/100 miles to RT 441. Go south on 441 
about 14 miles and watch for 304th St on your left. Go in 3 miles on 304th to the mine on your left. 
 If you are coming south on 441 from Rt 60, there is a General store just before you get to 304 St. 
This is a good spot (the only spot) to get sodas and snacks. There are potties at the mine. 

 
 

Ruck’s Pit  6645 NE  304th St., Okeechobee, FL 34872 
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As Stated in the minutes, we published the wrong report from Joe & Addy in last month’s S&B. Here’s 
the correct report: 

 
Report of SFMS Quarterly meeting in Deland, FL on J anuary 16,2010 
 
The quarterly meeting was held at the Holiday Inn conference room in Deland, FL followed with an 
afternoon at the Tomaka Gem & Mineral Society club show.  The show was well attended and offered 
a variety of materials with many members as well as vendors having booths.   
 
The meeting was called to order around 9AM with a pledge to the flag. Plaques were awarded to 
former and current officers and also to Melissa Siver, the 2009 SFMS junior of the Year, from the 
Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Society. 
 
We were asked to remind all clubs that SFMS dues are due by January 31st and a list of delinquent 
clubs will be published in February.  It is also important for clubs to know about the lending library for 
slides and videos.  This is run by Freda Hull and any club can request a loan of a video or slide 
program to show at a club meeting. 
 
Workshops at Wildacres and William Holland will be opened to all AFMS clubs on April 1st so if a 
class interests you please sign up for it before April 1st to be sure you will be able to attend.  
 
Because SFMS is a non-profit organization it cannot be involved in direct lobbying but our members 
and clubs can join the American Land Access Association-ALAA. There is an application that can be 
downloaded on the ALAA website. 
 
Carl Talbot, our Lodestar Editor, would like to go electronic as much as possible as it is more 
economical.  Editions are free in the PDF format.  If an individual still wants a paper edition of the 
Lodestar, the cost is still $10.00 per year for 10 editions.  If a club still wants a paper edition it will still 
be at no cost.  The Lodestar will be sent in either form. 
 
We will be visiting the Gainesville club this Thursday and are in the planning stage for Canaveral in 
March.  If your club wants us to visit please let us know when and we will see if it can fit in.  We will 
be teaching at William Holland the first 3 weeks in May, for SFMS in June, the last week in July, and 
first 2 in August for William Holland, again the last 2 weeks in October and the first week in 
November.  We also attend our clubs the second Tuesday and Thursday of each month when we 
can.  Our phone # is 863-635-5138. 
 
We would also appreciate receiving copies of your clubs monthly bulletins so we can have an idea of 
the concerns and happenings of our area clubs. 
 
You can send electronic copies to mysticalmelts@verizon.net or to us at PO Box 928,  Frostproof, FL 
33843 
 
Joe & Addy De Pietro 
SFMS Florida State Directors 
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February 2010  
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 
 

3 4 5 6 

7 
 
Shop Open 
10:30-4 

8 9 10 11 
Meeting 
7pm 
 

12 13 
 
 

14 
Shop Open 
10:30-4 
Daylight 
Savings 
Time 
Begins 

15 16 17 

 

18 19 20 

21 
 
Shop Open 
10:30-4 

22 23 24 25 
 

26 27 
 

28 
 
Shop Open 
10:30-4 

29 30 31    

 

 
Aquamarine/Smokey Quartz (Diamond Dan Publications  


